290                                           Paracelsus
"He shall be like a tree planted by a waterside, that will
bring forth his fruit in due season. His leaf shall not wither
and whatsoever he does, it shall prosper. My help cometh from
God. ... I will magnify Thee, Oh Lord, for Thou hast set
me up and dost not suffer that my enemies triumph over
me. . . . Heaviness may endure over night, but joy cometh
in the morning."
Three days after he made this will, he died. His disciples attrib-
uted his premature death to an overdose of that famous elixir of
life he was supposed to carry in the pommel of his sword; his
enemies to blows received in a tavern brawl.
He died on the 24th day of September, 1541, two years before
Copernicus published the book that removed the earth from the
center of cosmology, and Vesalius printed the anatomy which
undermined Galen and opened a new approach to the science of
medicine.
The epitaph he composed for his gravestone reads:
Here lies buried
Philip Theophrastus
the famous doctor of medicine
who cured wounds, leprosy, gout, dropsy
and other incurable diseases of the body
with wonderful knowledge
and who gave his goods to be divided and distributed
among the poor
In the year 1541 on the 24th day of September
he exchanged life for death
To the living peace, to the entombed eternal rest